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For Information

Summary

This report has been prepared to update Members on the main elements of the 
Parliamentary Team’s activity in support of the City of London Corporation’s political 
and parliamentary engagement. 

This report spans the period since the last meeting of the Public Relations and 
Economic Development Sub Committee on 3 September.

Parliament is in recess from 14 September until 8 October. 

Recommendation

Members are asked to note the report. 

Main Report

Legislation

1. Work on a private Bill relating to the City’s markets and a separate private 
member’s measure on air quality in Greater London is being undertaken by the 
Office. Work is being undertaken, in collaboration with the Economic Development 
Office, ahead of the Immigration White Paper which is currently scheduled to be 
published after the party conference season.
 

Select Committees

2. The Office provided support for the Policy Chairman’s meeting with Lord Boswell, 
Chair of the European Union Select Committee, to discuss the ongoing EU-UK 
negotiations. Further engagement is being conducted with the Committee’s policy 
analysts following the meeting. 

3. Letters are being drafted for the Policy Chairman to send to relevant Select 
Committee Chairs to provide an update on the City Corporation’s Brexit positioning.



4. A written response has been submitted for a Foreign Affairs Committee inquiry on 
‘Global Britain and India’, in liaison with the Asia team and Global Exports and 
Investment team in EDO.

All-Party Parliamentary Groups

5. Preparations are in an advanced stage for the Lord Mayor’s appearance before the 
India APPG on 16 October. 

6. Discussions are taking place in liaison with EDO to organise a parliamentary 
breakfast roundtable with the APPG for Africa in October. 

Party Conferences

7. A member of the Parliamentary Team is attending each of the Liberal Democrat, 
Labour and Conservative party conferences, and will be attending the SNP 
conference in due course. Committee Members will have received reports of the 
Liberal Democrat and Labour conferences, with reports on the other two to follow.

GLA and the Regions

8. Caroline Russell, Chair of the GLA Environment Committee, was sent a briefing on 
the Corporation’s decision to make permanent the Bank Junction safety scheme. 

9. An introductory officer meeting was held with the GLA Conservative Group’s lead 
Environment researcher. The meeting was used to facilitate insights into the work 
of the City Corporation and of the officers supporting the Conservative Group 
respectively. 

Unified Patent Court

10.The Office has been monitoring the debate on the UK’s participation in the EU’s 
Unified Patent Court. The Government has been clear that it wishes the UK to 
participate in the UPC and in the Brexit White Paper “The UK has ratified the 
Unified Patent Court Agreement and intends to explore staying in the Court and 
unitary patent system after the UK leaves the EU”. This tone was softened in the 
recent Technical Notice on intellectual property, published on 26 September. The 
Notice states that UK “will explore whether it is possible to remain within it“. If the 
UK is unable to remain in the UPC system, the Notice indicates the UK will replace 
unitary patent rights with “equivalent rights”. Under current proposals the UPC’s 
central division would be headquartered in Paris, with branches in London and 
Munich. The City Corporation has been acting with others over the last three years 
in supporting the case for a central London location for the UPC branch.  

EU Citizens

11.The Office has continued to engage with the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government on the matter of EU citizens as local government councillors 
and EU citizens’ voting rights after the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. 
As part of this engagement, the Office has shared its view with the Ministry and the 
Cabinet Office, that the electoral rights currently held by EU citizens will not change 



after the UK’s withdrawal unless the Government introduces legislation to change 
the law.

12.This position accords with London Councils, who are supportive of maintaining the 
current position and have publicly called “for EU citizens’ rights to vote and serve 
as councillors to continue after the UK leaves the EU” and for this to be advocated 
for by both London Councils and the Local Government Association.

13.Current information suggests that the Government does not intend to introduce 
legislation to change the rights currently held.
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